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SECTION 1: YEARLING MARKET UPDATE AND WORLDWIDE 
SALES TICKER
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RECORD-BREAKING YEARLING SALES AT KEENELAND, TATTERSALLS OCTOBER 1

In the 25 days between September 12 and 
October 6 over $630-million of yearlings were sold 
in the North American and European yearling 
auctions, with both Keeneland September and 
Tattersalls October 1 breaking records for gross 
revenues. Keeneland reported just short of 
$405.5-million through the ring with just under 
another $12.8-million in private sales added on 
afterwards; the previous record had been 
$399.7-million in 2006. At Tattersalls the previous 
October 1 record of 106.5-million guineas had 
been set in 2018; this year’s edition grossed 
126,671,000 gns, shattering the previous record 
by 19% - over 20-million gns. 
 
It's great news, but why? The post-covid world 
hardly looks a stable place right now, but maybe 
that’s part of the reason. We are in the 
entertainment business and maybe a Covid 
hangover in which people decide not to keep so 
much of their money plus a few uber-rich 
participants who are unaffected by rising inflation 
literally ‘fueled’ by spiking energy prices is part of 
the explanation. But one notable aspect of the 
2022 yearling price boom is that we’re not seeing 
so many new buyers on the big-ticket yearlings. 
Perhaps there are just enough billionaires in the 
world that if a small slice of them decide to play in 
the thoroughbred world, that’s enough to create a 
buoyant market. In the US Mike Repole and Vinnie 
Viola combined to buy 73 yearlings at September 
for a total spend of $25.2-million, while the 
SF/Starlight/Madaket axis known as The Avengers 
added 21 yearlings for another $12.8-million, 
but even between these groups, 94 yearlings 
bringing $38-million was less than 10% of the total 
sales revenue. In Newmarket, in contrast, Sheikh 
Mohammed’s Godolphin organization bought 
35 yearlings (8% of the number sold) for 
25,355,000 gns – exactly 20% of the gross. 
 
The major yearling sales finish in Europe next week 
and continue in the US until the end of the month 
with Fasig Kentucky’s 4-day October yearling sale. 
To this point in proceedings Quality Road, from 
his $200,000 season in 2020, is the leading North 
American sire of yearlings by average as 41 
yearlings from his 2021 crop have averaged 
$555,975. Into Mischief, now over $2-million in 

front in his quest for a fourth consecutive sires’ title, 
had 72 yearlings average $538,541, with Curlin 
(57/$513,157) and Gun Runner (52/$484,468) 
next in line. Another 12 sires have averaged over 
$230,000, including the ‘fearsome foursome’ of 
F2006 North American sires who have been in the 
Top 10 for most of the last 13 years: 
#14 Speightstown (45/$241,822), 24yo this year; 
#6 Medaglia D’Oro (35/$370,478) and #16 Candy 
Ride (31/$237,709), both 23yo; and #5 Tapit 
(32/$380,312), now 21yo. Older gentlemen F2008 
War Front (#10, 19/$265,064, 20yo) and F2009 
Street Sense (#15, 43/$238,069) also figure 
among the ‘elder’ group. F2013 Uncle Mo 
(#8, 80/$316,562) is the best US sire from his and 
the next three sire crops. And six younger sires 
including F2019 Gun Runner made this list: F2017 
Constitution (#9, 85/$266,282); F2018 Not This 
Time (#12, 50/$245,682, off a $12,500 stud fee – 
that’s really impressive); F2019 Arrogate 
(#13, 55/$244,880); and two F2020 sires with their 
first 2yo’s racing: Justify (#7, 65/$324,757) and 
City Of Light (#11, 53/$256,924).  
 
Four first-crop F2021 (first foals 2021) sires 
registered six-figure averages, three from 
Spendthrift and one from WinStar. That is Audible, 
the 2018 G1 Florida Derby winner by Into Mischief; 
he was second by average among first-crop sires, 
with 91 yearlings averaging $159,967. The other 
three were all Spendthrift: #1 Omaha Beach 
(70/$220,797), 3-time 3yo G1 winner from 6f-9f; 
#3 champion sprinter Mitole (78/$118,179); 
and #4 Vino Rosso (95/$102,436), 2019 G1 
Breeders’ Cup Classic winner and champion 
Older Dirt Male. Vino Rosso (95) and Audible (91) 
had the most yearlings sold of all sires who have 
averaged over $100,000, no doubt reflecting the 
market’s bias toward first-crop stallions; 
Constitution (85), Uncle Mo (80), Munnings (78), 
and Mitole (78) come next. 
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SECTION 2: NORTH AMERICAN YEARLING SALES RESULTS 
TOP 50 SIRES BY AVERAGE
Thru October 9, 2022- Fasig-Tipton July, Saratoga, & NY-Bred Sales; Goffs Orby & Sportsmans, Goffs UK Premier & Silver; 
Arqana August & October; Keeneland September; Tatts Ire, Somerville, and October 1-4; Osarus. 
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SECTION 3: KENTUCKY NOVEMBER SALES PREVIEW

-
Charlatan, leading stallion by number of pregnant mares cataloged 
at Kentucky November sales. Photo courtesy Hill’n’Dale / Louise Reinegal 

F2022 MCKINZIE, F2023 CHARLATAN HAVE HIGHEST NUMBER CATALOGUED 
FOR NOVEMBER

McKinzie, by Street Sense, won the then-G1 Los 
Al Futurity (by DQ) as a 2yo; missed the Triple 
Crown but came back to win the G1 Pennsylvania 
Derby and G1 Malibu as a late 3yo; ran in 5 G1 
and 2 G2 races in 7 starts as a 4yo, winning the 
G1 Whitney and G2 Alysheba and running second 
in the G1 Santa Anita H., the G1 Met Mile, the 
G1 Awesome Again, and the G1 Breeders’ Cup 
Classic; and won the G2 Triple Bend as a 5yo. 
He won 8 and was second 6 times in 18 starts, 
effective at all distances from 7 to 10 furlongs. 
He has great credentials, and the Gainesway sire 
has the highest number of 2022 weanlings (44) 
catalogued to the Kentucky November sales 
(Fasig’s Night Of The Stars plus Keeneland) of 
any sire. 
 
Continuing the theme of first-crop sires being the 
most popular, two other F2022 sires with first 
weanlings have the next highest number 
catalogued: Spendthrift’s Vekoma (42 catalogued), 
a son of Candy Ride who won the then-G2 Blue 
Grass as a 3yo and came back to go 3-for-3 as a 
4yo, including the G1 Carter and G1 Met Mile; 
and Three Chimneys’ Volatile (38), a devastating 

sprinter by Violence who went 5-for-6 lifetime at 
6 furlongs, including the G1 A.G. Vanderbilt at 
Saratoga as a 4yo. No fewer than 11 other first-crop 
weanling sires have 20+ catalogued, including 
Spendthrift’s 2020 US Horse Of The Year Authentic, 
the 2020 G1 Kentucky Derby and G1 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic winner by Into Mischief; he has 27 foals 
from his first crop catalogued. 
 
Twelve stallions have 25+ mares catalogued in foal, 
of which three covered their first crops in 2022 and 
will have their first foals in 2023 (so we designate 
them as F2023). Hill ‘n’ Dale’s Charlatan, by 
Speightstown, only ran five times but won four of 
them, including the G1 Arkansas Derby and 
G1 Malibu, and just failed to see out the 10 
furlongs when run down by Mishriff in the 2021 
Saudi Cup; he’s the top sire of in-foal mares in the 
November catalogues, with 42. Fellow F2023 sires 
Yaupon (Spendthrift, 33) and Tacitus (Taylor Made, 
27) also have 25+ mares catalogued in foal; 
Spendthrift’s Rock Your World (22) and Taylor 
Made’s Knicks Go (21) are in the 20+ range, and 
Darley’s Essential Quality, WinStar’s Independence 
Hall, and Claiborne’s Silver State have 18 each. 
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-
Mckinzie, leading stallion by number of weanlings cataloged at 
Kentucky November sales. Photo courtesy Spendthrift 

42 SIRES WITH 15+ WEANLINGS CATALOGUED, KENTUCKY NOVEMBER SALES
!
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